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Objective: The Community Service Program (KKN) in Balongdowo Village, Candi
Sub-district, Sidoarjo Regency aimed to increase early childhood reading interest while
strengthening parents’ role in supporting children’s growth and development. The
background of this program was the low reading motivation among children, influenced
by limited literacy facilities, health problems, and parents” lack of awareness regarding
the importance of early literacy. Method: The activities were carried out using a
participatory approach through literacy workshops for parents, the establishment of a
child-friendly reading corner, and basic health examinations to detect risks of stunting

literacy and malnutrition. KKN students collaborated with the local ‘Aisyiyah branch and
Child health TK/KB institutions in providing reading materials, conducting outreach, and

mentoring children. Results: The program successfully established a reading corner
with various attractive books for children, organized a literacy seminar that raised
parents’ awareness, and implemented health checks that provided an overview of
children’s growth conditions. Active participation of partners strengthened the
program’s success, creating synergy among students, educational institutions, parents,
and health cadres. Nowvelty: This KKN program offers an integrated model that
combines literacy improvement and early childhood health monitoring simultaneously.
Unlike conventional literacy programs, it provides a holistic impact by addressing both
educational and health aspects while directly involving parents. This combined
approach becomes the novelty that distinguishes the program from similar activities.

INTRODUCTION

Balongdowo Village, Candi District, Sidoarjo Regency has great potential in the
fields of education and health that can support the quality of its younger generation.
However, observation results show that early childhood in this village still has low
reading interest. This phenomenon is influenced by various factors, such as limited
reading facilities that do not attract children’s attention, health issues that make it difficult
for them to concentrate, and the lack of parental awareness of the importance of
introducing reading to children at an early age [1]. In fact, reading is the main gateway
for children to get to know the world and learn many things [2].
If this condition is left unchecked, low reading interest can have an impact on children’s
literacy development and affect their education quality in the future [3] and their critical
thinking ability [4].

Based on the observations, the problems faced by the partner in Balongdowo
Village, namely the Aisyiyah III Balongdowo Candi Kindergarten, is the lack of a
children-friendly reading corner or literacy space. The available books are also not
diverse and are not presented in a way that attracts children. In fact, behavior and
character formation, as well as the intellectual growth of each individual, can be
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supported by reading, which provides various kinds of information. Some children still
face health problems such as malnutrition or stunting risks. This condition affects their
concentration and cognitive development [5]. Parents’ lack of awareness about the
importance of early reading is also a problem, as they often consider childhood as a time
for play, leaving their children to play rather than encouraging them to read.
Additionally, parents do not motivate their children to read, school libraries provide
books that are not interesting to children, and the community shows little concern for
establishing reading gardens, all contributing to the low reading interest [6].

To address these issues, real steps are needed, including providing a children-
friendly reading corner, designing the reading corner attractively, and providing a
variety of books such as picture storybooks, interactive books, and simple science books
as literacy tools, so that children feel happy and motivated to read. In order for the
partner to monitor children’s growth and development properly, health checks are
carried out to detect stunting risks and nutrition problems early on, so that children’s
development can be directed towards optimal progress. There will also be counseling for
parents about the importance of literacy in early childhood. To increase parents’
awareness about the importance of early literacy, counseling and education will be
provided, emphasizing the role of parents in guiding their children to enjoy reading so
that children get used to seeing reading as an enjoyable and beneficial activity [7].

RESEARCH METHOD

The implementation method for the KKN activity in Balongdowo Village, Candi
District, uses a participatory approach, where the community, especially parents and
children, are actively involved in each program [8]. The activities begin with counseling
for parents about the importance of early literacy and the significant role of parents in
guiding their children during learning. Through this counseling, it is hoped that a new
awareness will emerge that making children accustomed to reading is not only the
responsibility of the school or teachers, but also the family’s responsibility in creating an
environment that supports children’s literacy development [9].

In addition, KKN students also strive to provide tangible facilities by creating a
children-friendly reading corner. This reading corner is equipped with storybooks,
bookshelves, and engaging educational media, which are capable of fostering reading
interest while also creating a fun learning atmosphere [10]. Not only focusing on
education, the KKN activities also include health aspects, such as child health checks,
including height and weight measurements, as well as growth and development
counseling. Through this combination of education and health activities, the KKN
program not only provides knowledge but also builds literacy habits and health
awareness that are sustainable for the Balongdowo Village community [11].

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The preparation phase of the KKN activities was carried out through coordination
between the student team and the partners, namely the Muhammadiyah and Aisyiyah
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Branches in Balongdowo Village. During this phase, the program design, location,
schedule, and strategies to involve parents in supporting early childhood development
were discussed. The coordination resulted in an agreement on the main programs:
literacy counseling for parents, the provision of a children-friendly reading corner, and
basic health checks. Before implementation, the KKN team prepared various technical
needs, such as presentation materials, simple modules, children’s books, bookshelves,
and tools for health checks.

Additionally, the partner also played a role in facilitating health counseling and
child growth and development checks. The head of the Aisyiyah Kindergarten supported
the children’s literacy activities, while health cadres assisted in data collection and child
health checks. With the involvement of these partners, the KKN activities proceeded
more smoothly, and the goals of improving literacy and health for early childhood were
achieved more effectively [12].

The program implementation focused on two main aspects: children’s literacy and
health. For literacy, students held a seminar for parents aimed at raising awareness of the
importance of early reading. The seminar included presentation materials, videos, and
hands-on practices for guiding children during reading activities. Children were also
introduced to the reading corner, which featured a collection of storybooks, literacy
modules for reading, writing, and arithmetic (calistung), and interactive activities that
encouraged them to become more interested in reading. This activity aligns with [13],
which states that providing attractive literacy facilities can increase children’s motivation
to learn.

In the health aspect, activities were focused at KB Aisyiyah III Balongdowo with
counseling on the importance of monitoring children’s growth and preventing stunting.
Additionally, basic health checks were conducted, including blood pressure
measurements, height and weight assessments, and identifying signs of malnutrition or
stunting. The results of these health checks formed the basis for providing education to
parents regarding parenting, balanced nutrition, and efforts to support children’s optimal
growth. This aligns with [14], which found that early childhood health monitoring can
help parents take preventive actions against malnutrition risks.

In the health field, activities were supported by basic health tools for measuring
height, weight, and assessing children’s growth and development. Partner medical
personnel also played an essential role in ensuring that the health checks followed proper
standards [15]. The availability of these facilities and infrastructure was crucial for the
success of the program, ensuring that each KKN activity was carried out effectively and
on target.

In addition to demonstrating success in literacy and health aspects, the KKN
activities in Balongdowo Village also highlighted the importance of synergy between
educational institutions, community organizations, and families in creating a sustainable
learning environment. Children, who were previously less interested in reading
activities, began to show more enthusiasm when interacting with the reading corner,
which was equipped with picture books, literacy modules, and interactive media.
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Figure 3. Outcome of creating the reading corner as a literacy facility.

In terms of health, the health checks revealed that several children had signs of poor
nutrition and mild stunting risk. The health counseling provided not only offered
practical knowledge to parents but also raised awareness that literacy and health are two
complementary aspects of children’s growth and development [16].

Overall, these literacy and health activities demonstrate that an integrative
approach involving parents can strengthen early childhood development. The
establishment of the reading corner fostered children’s motivation to read, while health
counseling and monitoring increased parents’ awareness of creating a healthy and
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conducive learning environment. With active partner involvement, the KKN activities in
Balongdowo Village successfully addressed the low reading interest issues and made a
tangible contribution to raising health awareness in the community.

CONCLUSION

Fundamental Finding : The KKN program in Balongdowo Village successfully
increased early childhood reading interest through the provision of a children-friendly
reading corner and raised parental awareness about the importance of literacy.
Additionally, basic health checks helped detect stunting risks and improved parents'
understanding of nutrition and child growth. Implication : This activity proves that an
integrative approach combining literacy and health, involving parents and the
community, can be an effective strategy to support holistic child development.
Limitation : The program was limited by the short duration of the activity and the small
scope of participants, so its impact cannot be generalized widely. Future Research :
Future studies should expand the scope and duration of the program, including utilizing
digital technology as a literacy medium and community empowerment models for
ongoing program sustainability.
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